Curriculum Inventory Verification Report: Improvements in 2018
This document reviews improvements in the Verification Report provided to schools after a successful
curriculum inventory (CI) data submission during the season opening August 1, 2018 and closing
September 30, 2018. The CI submissions during this cycle are for the 2017-18 school year. A sample of
this updated Verification Report is available here. You can review a sample of the previous Verification
Report format here.
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First, let’s look at the opening page:
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You’ll notice the document has been branded with the AAMC logo. A header has been added with your
school name and the report title, which will appear on each page of your CI report to help readers identify
the source of the material. We’ve moved page numbers to the bottom right corner and added the “date
submitted” field, which documents the date your school’s CI submission (in an XML file format) was
sent.
We’ve added a background section:

Some users may be aware that the AAMC Curriculum Inventory is built upon technical standards: the
Medbiquitous Curriculum Inventory Standards and Specifications, and the AAMC CI Business Rules.
We’ve also added references to the CI website for additional resources. You’ll notice some terms
throughout the Verification Report are in blue hyperlink text – some of these hyperlinks will direct you to
external resources, to help you avoid having to remember which documents may be relevant to which
portions of the Verification Report, as well as to cut down on the workload for users to interpret the
report. Some hyperlinks will direct you to other places within the report (as an example, tables that have
data related to each other will have connecting links).
You will also notice some changes to the glossary:

Changes include an added explanation to the meaning of Academic Year (formerly known as Phases), and
the addition of the Liaison Committee for Medical Education (LCME) explanation so it is clear to users
how the LCME relates to the CI Verification Report. You may notice there are fewer items in the
Glossary for the new Verification Report; that is because we’ve relocated some terms and definitions
within the Verification Report so that you can read the definition of an item in the relevant report
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location. As an example, the definition of a “nested sequence block” can now be found in the explanation
for Table 10: Sequence Block (Course/Clerkship) Details.

It is easier to digest definitions of educational topics if you can immediately see their relevance. We also
removed items that were defined in the glossary but not included in the Verification Report (either in the
old or new), like the Integration Block definition. You can still view the definition for this item in the
Medbiquitous Specifications section 7.8.
Notice also the formatting of the text. We’ve tried to reduce the amount of unused white space on pages
and also have increased the font size and font type to improve readability.
In the new Verification Report, the institution and program details follow. Let’s return to the first page of
the old Verification Report to compare. You’ll notice that we’ve added explanations for each item:
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We’ve included all items that we think a user may need. As an example, take a moment to read the
explanation under XML Details, especially the definition of File Name. Many users may submit their CI
data only once and will not need separate File Names for each CI data submission. However, there are
some users who submit CI data, review their verification report, then make improvements and submit
again. It may be important for them to compare files, so we’ve kept File Name in the verification report.
On the other hand, you’ll notice we removed irrelevant fields. As an example, we removed your
institution’s address from the report: you already know your address and AAMC has your address stored
in another database so we do not need it here.
Let’s turn to the first table in the report, Table 1: Program Expectations mapped to PCRS.

You’ll notice all tables are now numbered. Below each table title, you’ll find a written explanation in the
new report. The case below includes links to definitions and Table 10, which also includes Program
Expectations. This is a good example of links between tables enabling navigation within the report.
Another way to navigate the report, if you’re using Adobe PDF, is to open Bookmarks. The bookmarked
links allow you to easily jump between tables.
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In Table 1 we’ve explained what data is included, and how the data is structured: the last sentence
explains that a single Program Expectation can be related to more than PCRS competency statement, and
a single PCRS competency statement can be related to more than one Program Expectation or Program
Objective. This kind of explanation will help you interpret the data you see in the table, such that if you
see multiple PCRS within a row for a single Program Expectation, you understand why.
Let’s look at Table 2: Primary Instructional Method: Courses.

When applicable, we refer to which portions of the LCME Data Collection Instrument (DCI) the data is
relevant. We also refer to helpful external resources and other tables within the Verification Report as
needed. You can see in the explanation, and the explanations and tables which follow, we’ve added
details about how mathematical formulas are calculated. When needed, we’ve improved the formulas.
As an example, for Table 2, the LCME DCI includes simulation (and simulated patients) in its definition
of patient care; this previously was not included in the CI Verification Report formula. We’ve corrected
this and are letting you know in case there are changes in your Verification Report numbers from last
year, or in case it informs your Curriculum Management System documentation strategy. We’ve relabeled items as needed. As an example, in the old report, the column header read “Formal instructional
hours.” It now reads “Number of Formal Instructional Hours Per Course” to help you better understand
the data populating tables. We’ve tightened up column width wherever possible to make better use of the
space on the page.
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You’ll notice that in the old report, more than one type of table may have appeared on a single page.

We’ve now added page breaks between each table to better enable you to share different portions of the
report with different groups. For example, you may want to share pre-clerkship course information with
pre-clerkship faculty, and clerkship information with clerkship directors. This may make the Verification
Report more useful and help you avoid having to ask your faculty to search through the entire report for
the sections most relevant to them.
For Table 3: Clerkship Instructional Time, we’ve changed the title. This table was previously located
under Primary Methods of Instruction. However, this table does not include instructional methods. It
focuses on time in the curriculum. As part of our relabeling, we’ve changed “Typical” to “Average” to
make the formula behind the table more clear and added Per Week to the same column header.

In the old report, a table called “All Instructional Methods” was listed after assessment methods. We’ve
moved this up earlier in the new report so that all instructional method information is grouped together,
and all assessment information is grouped together; this may better help you distribute the report to the
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relevant leaders in your curriculum. Because each table has its own page, you can separate these pages to
organize them in other ways (for example, grouping all tables relevant to clerkships).
We retitled Table 4 as Primary Instructional Method Count. Although the previous title indicated all
instructional methods were included, the formula only counts the methods you marked as primary.

In Table 5: Assessment Methods: Courses, you’ll again notice the linkage to the LCME DCI. There are
definitions for various terms within the table as well as links to external resources and other tables within
the Verification Report. One of the external links directs you to the LCME DCI Crosswalk, which makes
explicit which assessment methods are included in the “other” column. As you know, the CI’s
standardized vocabulary on instructional methods, assessments, and resources has more options than the
LCME DCI explicitly identifies, so the LCME Crosswalk collapses these instructional and assessment
methods into LCME categories. You’ll notice a new column added to this table entitled “Narrative
Assessment.” This is a newer field in the LCME DCI so we’ve included it here for you, to support you in
your accreditation preparation and monitoring. The LCME has removed formative feedback from this
table in newer iterations of the DCI, but we are continuing to include it here for those schools that use this
data internally for their continuous quality improvement or program evaluation processes. Another
example of being explicit about what data is included and how the formulas are calculated is shown in the
Number of Exams column: we’ve clarified that only assessment events tagged as summative are included.
This was true of previous Verification Reports as well, but users may not have been aware.

7
August 1, 2018

In Table 6: Assessment Methods: Clerkships, you’ll notice the same LCME DCI references, term
definitions, and explanation of formulas, as well as the addition of Narrative Assessment as a column, as
we highlighted in Table 5. You may also notice that the columns in Table 6 differ from those in Table 5
(Assessment methods of non-clerkship sequence blocks). Those differences are reflected in the
composition of the LCME DCI Crosswalk. As an example, the non-clerkship assessment table, Table 5,
has a column for “Lab or practical exams” and Table 6 does not. This is because the LCME DCI calls for
different terms for these two areas, and we’ve formatted these tables to support your accreditation efforts.

Table 7: All Events with Assessments Tagged as Formative or Summative combines what was previously
two separate tables (one for formative, one for summative) to reduce the length of the report, and this
table contains all methods (even those you did not indicate so you are aware we are checking for each
method). We’ve retitled this table so it’s clear what data is included, as well as added an explanation with
definitions, explanations of formulas, links to external documents, and a TOTAL value. In this case, the
old Verification Report column header was “Number of Events;” however, this table calculates not the
number of events, but the number of times an assessment method is used. This is important because more
than one method of assessment may be used in a single event.
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Table 8: All Resource Types is very straightforward; it lists all the AAMC Standardized Vocabulary
terms.

Table 9: Program Expectations Mapped to Events with Assessment Methods has an explanation to
illustrate how Program Expectations populate the table, and what curriculum management system content
methods will lead to documentation in the table. We also added not only the Number of Events column,
but also how many of each assessment method type (in the Assessment Methods column) are used for
each Program Expectation.
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Table 10: Sequence Block (Course/Clerkship) Details includes definitions of terms, explanations, and
internal and external links. We adjusted the formatting of the column headers to horizontal and trimmed
the titles to fewer words, when possible, to save space in the report. We make explicit how duration is
calculated, to help you understand the formulas which populate the table.

Table 11: Event Details includes definitions of terms, explanations, and internal and external links. We
adjusted the formatting of the column headers to horizontal and trimmed the titles to fewer words, when
possible, to save space in the report. We make explicit here how duration is calculated, to help you
understand the formulas that populate the table. Wherever possible, as in this table, we removed
abbreviations (e.g., SB for Sequence Block) to reduce the amount of jargon.
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We hope that these efforts to improve readability, explain more clearly how values are calculated, and
provide written explanations of what is included in the data tables, will help our members use and
interpret this data.
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to ci@aamc.org
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