December 16, 2008
Dear President-elect Obama:

Investment in scientific discovery is crucial to improve the nation’s health and economy
in both the near- and long-term. The Ad-Hoc Group for Medical Research, the oldest
coalition advocating for medical research, thanks you for your strong support for science
and research and for your commitment to double funding for key science agencies,
including the National Institutes of Health (NIH) over the next ten years.

Because you understand the crucial role the life sciences play in the economic and
physical health of the nation, we urge you to:

e Include at least $1.2 billion in NIH funding in any immediate economic-
stimulus effort, and include this funding in the base for subsequent budget
years; and

e Appoint a permanent NIH director who understands the complexity and
breadth of NIH’s mission and who can help deploy scientific research
investments wisely for maximum economic and health benefit.

Looking ahead, we will stand with you to help make your pledge to double the NIH a
reality. Our nearly 300 patient groups, scientific and medical societies, research
institutions, and industry organizations are keenly aware that six years of stagnant
funding that has decreased purchasing power by nearly 15 percent, limiting critical
breakthroughs that can advance the health of our citizens. Funding increases will provide
an immediate infusion into the nation’s proven and highly competitive biomedical
research infrastructure, creating and preserving jobs and high-wage industries while
finding new treatments and even cures for many devastating diseases.

The nation invests less than $100 per person annually for all the research conducted
and supported by NIH. Yet the return on investment has been spectacular: life

expectancy has increased, deaths from heart disease, cancer and stroke are declining, and
new treatments have virtually eliminated transmission of HIV virus from mother to child.

Research contributes to the economic strength of the nation by creating skilled jobs
in communities nationwide, new products, and improved technologies. The nation’s
medical schools, teaching hospitals, universities, and research institutes where much of
this research takes place are among the largest employers in their respective
communities. According to a June 2008 Families USA study of FY2007 federal NIH
investment:

e Every dollar of NIH funding generated more than twice as much in state
economic output: an overall investment of $22.846 billion from NIH generated
a total of $50.537 billion in new state business.



e NIH grants and contracts created and supported more than 350,000 jobs that
generated wages in excess of $18 billion in the 50 states. The average wage
associated with the jobs created was $52,000.

The recent history of the NIH budget has hindered scientific discovery and is limiting the
capacity of a key engine for today’s innovation-based economy. Additional funding in
the stimulus package and rapid selection of an NIH director would be crucial first steps to
returning the NIH to a course for even greater discovery. These investments would give
patients, their families and researchers renewed hope for the future, and can help ensure
the future of America’s medical research enterprise and leadership.

Sincerely,
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