September 16, 2008

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Madame Speaker:

The undersigned organizations, which represent patients, scientists, physicians and
other health care providers, research institutions, and industry, strongly urge you to
provide $30.380 billion for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), as proposed by the
House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee in its FY 2009 bill, in the FY
2009 Continuing Resolution to be considered later this month. We also urge you to
support the inclusion of $500 million in additional funding for NIH as proposed in the
Senate Appropriations Committee Chair’'s mark for the Second Supplementary
Appropriations bill.

The research supported and conducted by NIH has had a profound and far-reaching
impact on our nation in many important ways, serving as a catalyst for new products
and technologies, creating skilled jobs, contributing to the nation’s economic growth,
and most importantly, safeguarding and improving the lives of all our citizens. The
discoveries resulting from the investment in NIH research are driving the transformation
of the practice of medicine through the development of new and personalized therapies,
cures, and prevention strategies.

Yet, FY 2008 marks the fifth consecutive year that the NIH budget has failed to keep
pace with biomedical research inflation, and since FY 2003, NIH has lost more than 10
percent of its purchasing power when adjusted for inflation. This not only threatens
continued research progress, but undermines our nation’s potential to attract new
investigators and train the next generation of biomedical researchers. The funding
requested in the CR serves as a much needed first installment in reversing this
disturbing trend. Sustained, predictable growth in the NIH budget is essential if our
nation is to maintain its position as the world leader in medical research.

Among the multitude of priorities that Congress must address in this time of funding
constraints, we believe there is no higher priority than ensuring healthier, more
productive lives for all. We respectfully urge you to support the additional funds for NIH
in the FY 2009 Continuing Resolution.
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