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THE AD HoC GROUP FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH
January 24, 2011
Dear Member of Congress:

The undersigned patient groups, scientific and medical societies, research institutions, and
industry organizations, which include members of the Ad Hoc Group for Medical Research and
others interested in the nation’s medical research enterprise, respectfully request that you
consider the importance of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to improving health, saving
lives, and maintaining our leadership in the global innovation economy as you begin the process
of resolving the fiscal year (FY) 2011 appropriations bills.

As the primary agency of the United States government responsible for medical and health-
related research, NIH has received longstanding, bipartisan support from Congress. This support
stems from the fact that NIH performs a critical and fundamental federal role: to provide a
biological foundation for improving human health, from preventive medicine to medical
innovations and drug development by the private sector. In fact, NIH’s support of basic science
is vital for the long-term stability of our nation’s pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries.

Scientific research is leading to remarkable advancements, creating dramatic new research
opportunities in areas ranging from genetics to behavioral research, and delivering new medical
breakthroughs that will help detect disease earlier, emphasize prevention over treatment, and
improve the nation’s health overall. Long-term flat funding, or worse — a reduction in funds for
NIH — will slow research progress and squander invaluable scientific progress to the detriment of
our nation’s health, our fragile economy, and our global competitiveness.

Research is also essential to long-term economic vitality. Ours is an economy driven by ideas,
and it is the scientific ideas of today that lead to the lifesaving discoveries and medical therapies
of tomorrow. In 2007 alone, NIH grants and contracts created and supported more than 350,000
jobs across the country.

The important role Congress plays in funding research cannot be understated. Strong funding
support for NIH is indispensable to creating a rich environment for innovation. This scientific
innovation is not only saving and improving countless lives, but it is strengthening our scientific
workforce and keeping young investigators in the field. Consequently, it reinvigorates our
competitiveness in the global market, and contributes immeasurably to a more robust domestic
economy spurred by biomedical investment.



It is no fluke that the U.S. is a world leader in biomedical research and the development of
lifesaving treatments. Our preeminence is the result of the steadfast support that NIH receives
from the American public and Congress.

Therefore, we look forward to working with you throughout the 112" Congress to more clearly
illustrate how supporting NIH translates into improved health for the American people, and thus,
we urge you to continue our nation’s important investment in NIH by including an increase of
$750 million in FY 2011.
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