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Accurately characterizing the academic medicine faculty workforce requires understanding the role of part-time and
volunteer faculty across U.S. medical schools. To date, most reports on the number of faculty working at U.S. medical
schools focus solely on full-time faculty, overlooking a substantial segment of the academic medicine faculty workforce.
Part-time and volunteer faculty, who are often practicing clinicians or specialists, play a critical role in delivering
instruction and mentoring to future physicians, yet their contributions have historically been underreported. By
quantifying these faculty nationally and examining longitudinal trends, this data snapshot provides a more complete
picture of how medical education is sustained. Without these data, our notion of the footprint of academic medicine
remains incomplete, limiting our ability to understand and plan for the evolving demands of medical education.

https://doi.org/10.15766/datasnapshot_MSLO_22

Methods
This data snapshot examines data from the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME ) Annual Medical School
Questionnaire Part II to present the numbers of full-time, part-time, and volunteer faculty across LCME-accredited
medical schools. The questionnaire is distributed annually each spring and asks schools to provide the number of full-
time, part-time, and volunteer faculty in basic science, clinical, and other departments as of Dec. 31 of the prior calendar
year. Appendix A includes the definitions provided to schools to guide their reporting of faculty in each category. Survey
data from academic year (AY) 2010-11 through AY 2024-25 were included in analyses. The number of schools included in
the analysis of each academic year increased over time as additional medical schools earned LCME accreditation. Data
from AY 2024-25 represent 157 U.S. medical schools. 

®

Note that the data included in this snapshot may differ slightly from other reports that use data on full-time faculty
from the AAMC Faculty Roster due to differing methodologies for collecting the data. The LCME Annual Medical School
Questionnaire Part II collects aggregate data from medical schools once a year, while the AAMC Faculty Roster collects
individual faculty data from medical schools on a rolling basis. These two different methodologies can lead to
discrepancies.

Key Findings
In AY 2024-25, there were 436,521 faculty appointed at U.S. medical schools (Figure 1). Of these, 223,815 (51.3%) were full-
time, 42,398 (9.7%) were part-time, and 170,308 (39.0%) were volunteer faculty. The total number of faculty at U.S.
medical schools has increased by over 100,000 since AY 20210-11, with the number of full-time faculty increasing the
most during this period and surpassing the number of volunteer faculty (Table 1). Until AY 2017-18, there were more
volunteer faculty than full-time faculty (Table 1). The number of part-time faculty has steadily increased from 23,408 in
AY 2010-11 to 42,398 in AY 2024-25; part-time faculty now represent almost 10% of all faculty.
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Key Findings

Table 1. Count and Percentage of Faculty by Appointment Type: Academic Year 2010-11 Through 2024-25

Note: Totals may not sum to 100% due to rounding. 

Figure 1. Number of faculty by appointment type, academic year 2024-25.
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Table 2. Faculty Counts and Turnover Rates by Department Type, Academic Years 2010-2011 to 2023-2024

Note: Totals may not sum to 100% due to rounding. 
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Volunteer faculty represent a higher proportion of the faculty at public schools, community-based schools, schools with
regional medical campuses, and schools that are less research-intensive (Table 2). At community-based medical
schools, volunteer faculty make up more than half (55.8%) of all faculty. The vast majority (115,944) of volunteer faculty
have appointments in clinical departments; however, there are nearly 10,000 volunteer faculty in basic science
departments (Table 2). 



The data presented in this data snapshot show that together, part-time and volunteer faculty make up
almost half of all faculty working at U.S. medical schools. Because detailed data are available for full-time
faculty through the AAMC Faculty Roster, these data are often used for national reporting. These detailed
data on full-time faculty provide important information on trends in faculty demographics, promotions,
tenure, retention, and more. However, when describing the national academic medicine faculty workforce,
it is important to include part-time and volunteer faculty. Not doing so reduces the total faculty count by
almost half and overlooks the many contributions of part-time and volunteer faculty to the missions of
academic medicine. 

Conclusions

Please contact the Medical School Operations Team at medicalschooloperations@aamc.org. 
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Use of Report

The LCME Part II manual provides the following verbatim definitions regarding faculty. 

Full-time faculty—Enter the total number of paid individuals in basic science, clinical, and other
departments (whether paid by the medical school or some other source, such as the health system) who
are defined as full-time medical school faculty. Include faculty defined as full-time who are located at all
campuses. 

Part-time faculty—Enter the total number of paid individuals in basic science, clinical, and other
departments who are considered by the medical school to be part-time medical school faculty. Include
part-time faculty at all campuses. 

Volunteer faculty—Enter the total number of individuals in basic science, clinical, and other departments
who are defined by the medical school as volunteer faculty (even if the school uses another term, such as
“gratis”or adjunct faculty and if they may be given financial or other compensation for their time). Include
volunteer faculty at all campuses/affiliated clinical sites.  
Whether to consider a department to be basic science, clinical, or other (e.g., public health) is at the
discretion of the medical school but count each faculty member only once. Note that individuals from a
basic science discipline may be based in a clinical department and should be counted there. Pathology
faculty should be included only once under either basic science or clinical.
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