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Why?







Billion-Dollar Weather and Climate Disasters on the Rise





https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health



First, Do Not Harm…

• Health sector responsible 
for 8-10% of carbon 
pollution in the U.S., 
directly and indirectly

• If the U.S. health sector 
were a country, it would 
emit more carbon 
pollution than the U.K.



Climate 
Action in 

Academic 
Medicine



 of academic health systems and

  of medical schools and universities

were taking some type of climate 
action

 Tracking GHG emissions
 Goals to reduce GHG emissions
 Goals to prepare for impacts
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Medical schools with required curriculum 
on the health effects of climate change

LCME Part II Annual Medical School Questionnaire 
© 2024 Association of American Medical Colleges



Integrating Sustainability Across the Clinical and Academic Enterprises

• System-wide model
• Matrixed or shared accountability 

between AMC and university/med 
school

• Strategy lead in academic 
enterprise coordinates efforts with 
separate clinical enterprise 

• Combined senior role in both 
medical school (associate dean for 
sustainability) and health system 
(chief medical sustainability officer)



AAMC 
Efforts
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Virtual Community open to all  







Applying 
a Climate 

Lens

Phases of Awareness and Engagement in 
Sustainability and Climate Action 

Among Academic Health System Leaders 
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