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Mission / Purpose 

Academic Medicine is an official, peer-reviewed journal of the Association of American 
Medical Colleges. The journal serves as an international forum for the exchange of ideas, 
information, and strategies to address the major challenges facing the academic medicine 

community as it strives to carry out its missions in the public interest. 



Editorial Focus Areas
• Education and training issues across the continuum, 

including premedical education, UME, GME, CPD, 
and IPE.

• Health policy as it relates to education, research, and 
clinical care.

• Institutional policy and management of medical 
schools, faculties of medicine, and teaching 
hospitals.

• Alignment of the health professions workforce with 
societal needs.

• The culture and environment of academic medicine.
• The intersection of academic medicine's multiple 

missions, including education, research, patient care, 
and community and global health.

• Advancing the field of health professions education 
research and scholarship.



Advancing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
• All DEI articles free to read
• Anti-racism, women, sexual and gender minorities in medicine 

article collections
• Upcoming supplement on equity in assessment
• Inclusive language policy
• Anti-bias trainings
• Open calls for assistant, associate editors



submissions in 2022

2021: 3,072
2020: 4,551

2,627

2022 Impact Factor

2021: 6.893
2020: 5.354

8.034
ranked journal in 

Education, Scientific 
Disciplines 

#1

citations in 2022

2021: 24,400
2020: 22,563

Academic Medicine Metrics Dashboard

9%
2022 acceptance rate

2021: 8%
2020: 8% 

26,356



Yearly 
Submissions, 
2015-2022
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Article 
types

Letters to the editor 

Invited commentaries

Scholarly perspectives 

Articles 

Innovation reports 

Research reports

Reviews Systematic, scoping, narrative

Humanities features
Teaching and Learning 
Moments, Medicine and the 
Arts, Cover Art

AM Last Page



Submission

Internal review

External review

Revision(s)

Substantive editing

Publication
online ahead-of-print

Copyediting

Proofreading

Publication
in an issue (print/online)

REJECT decision

ACCEPT decision

Professional staff editors work 
closely with authors to:
• Strengthen arguments
• Improve organization and flow 

of ideas
• Tighten prose 
• Ensure consistency 

Review and 
publication process



Quality check

Author 
submits 

MS

EIC/AE 
decides 

Reject or 
Revisions

Decision 
letter sent

Decision 
letter sent

Decision 
letter sent

Decision 
letter sent

Decision 
letter sent

EIC/AE 
decides 
Accept, 

Revise, or 
Reject

EIC/AE 
decides to 
reject or 
send to 
review

MS assigned to 
EIC or AE

[If AE recommends 
Reject w/o Review, 

EIC reviews & 
confirms decision]

Staff editor 
manages review 
process & sends 
back to EIC/AE

Prescreened MS 
assigned to staff 

editor

Staff editor 
conducts 

substantive review, 
assigns to EIC/AE

Aptara conducts 
prescreen

[If AE recommends 
Revisions, EIC 

reviews & confirms 
decision]

Staff editor prepares 
editorial office review 

for decision letter

[If AE recommends 
Reject, EIC reviews 

& confirms decision]

[If AE recommends 
Reject, EIC reviews 

& confirms decision]

[If AE recommends 
Accept, EIC reviews 

& confirms decision]

[If AE recommends 
Revisions, EIC 

reviews & confirms 
decision]

MANUSCRIPT DECISION MAKING PROCESS

Avg. time to reject w/o 
review decision: 10 days

Avg. time to initial 
decision: 76 days

Avg. time from submission to publication: 318 days

Author 
submits 

revised MS

Author 
completes 
revisions



Interpreting correspondence from editors … 

Saul Steinberg, The New Yorker 



Reasons for rejection without review at Academic Medicine

Meyer HS, Durning SJ, Sklar D, et al. Making the first cut: An analysis of Academic Medicine editors’ reasons for not 
sending manuscripts out for external peer review. Acad Med. 2018;93:464-470.



What do editors want?
• Significant, clear rationale 
• Novel, interesting idea
• Alignment of purpose with rigorous methodology 
• Discussion that puts the results or arguments into context
• Likely to be cited based on relevance and quality
• A good fit for the journal / publication 
• Well written — work is presented clearly and accurately



A “good” topic should be … 
• Salient 
• Significant 
• Well-defined, and  
• Have received insufficient attention, or 
• Be incompletely understood, or 
• Require replication, or 
• Have new information that sheds new light, or 
• Present a new technique that permits new 

understanding, or 
• Provide a distinct perspective that produces 

valuable meaning



When developing a paper …

Think about: 
• Aims of the paper and what it contributes 
• Target audience and the journal mission and venue 
• Your professional development and goals – How does 

this work fit into your life’s work? 
• Getting in touch with colleagues, editors for guidance 



“It’s a Story, Not a Study”

• Consider the purpose of your work and your audience 
before writing your paper

• Different journals have different article types and audiences 
o Review the instructions for authors to determine any 

journal-specific requirements 
o Read recently published articles to determine how your 

work could fit 

Lingard L, Watling C. It’s a story, not a study: Writing an effective research paper. Acad Med. 2016;91:e12.



Coverdale JH, Roberts JW, Balon R, Beresin EV. Writing for academia: Getting your research into print: 
AMEE Guide No. 74. Med Teach. 2013;35:e926-e934.



https://www.aamc.org/what-we-do/mission-areas/medical-education/fostering-scholarship



Conducting Research in HPE: From 
Idea to Publication (eBook)

http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Pages/eBooks.aspx



https://link.springer.com/search?query=the+writer%27s+craft&search-within=Journal&facet-journal-id=40037



Available from the AAMC 
Store at aamc.org



AM Express

To subscribe, email 
mcameron@aamc.org

AM Express
To subscribe, email 

academicmedicine@aamc.org 





Find Us Online!

• www.academicmedicine.org
• @AcadMedJournal
• Academic Medicine Podcast 
• Academic Medicine Journal on 

LinkedIn
• academicmedicineblog.org

http://www.academicmedicine.org/


Questions

Discussion
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