September 17, 2021

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Speaker Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majority Leader Schumer, Leader McConnell, Leader McCarthy:

The 244 undersigned organizations, dedicated to the health and well-being of birthing people and their
families, write to express our enthusiastic support and appreciation for the maternal health provisions
included in the Committee on Energy and Commerce print of the Build Back Better Act. We appreciate
the Committee’s demonstrated commitment to addressing our nation’s maternal mortality crisis, which
disproportionately impacts Black and Indigenous people, through bold policies that will help us ensure
that pregnant and postpartum people have access to critical resources, health care coverage, community-
based and social supports, and the high quality health care they need in order to thrive. We urge you to
swiftly enact these provisions and send them to the President’s desk. Our nation’s moms depend on it.

We are thrilled that a mandatory, permanent extension of postpartum Medicaid coverage, from 60 days to
12 months after delivery, is included in the Build Back Better Act. Extending postpartum Medicaid
coverage is fundamental to addressing the maternal mortality crisis. Medicaid is a primary payer of
maternity care in the U.S., covering 43 percent of births nationwide." Further, about one third of maternal
deaths happen in the postpartum period." Yet, before the enactment of the state plan option in the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), Medicaid coverage based on pregnancy status ended at 60 days
postpartum. Since the enactment of ARPA, many states have indicated they intend to pursue the state plan
option; however, we remain concerned that many states will not act to provide 12-month postpartum
Medicaid coverage without a federal mandate." The evidence is clear that disruptions in insurance
coverage during the postpartum period are contributing to adverse maternal health outcomes. We
appreciate that the Build Back Better Act prioritizes moms by ensuring that every person across the nation
who relies on Medicaid for pregnancy-related care will have the critical coverage they need during an
extremely consequential time in their health. We strongly support this provision and urge its swift
enactment.

Similarly, we are grateful that the Build Back Better Act includes robust investments in programs that
take steps towards birth equity by centering the voices, needs, and preferences of Black and Indigenous
individuals, who disproportionately experience inequities in maternal health. In particular, we are thrilled
that provisions of the Black Maternal Health Momnibus Act have been included, with a focus on
investing in community-based organizations, addressing social determinants of maternal health,
expanding the perinatal workforce, addressing the impacts of climate change on maternal and infant
health, increasing community engagement in maternal mortality review committees, supporting targeted
research at Minority-Serving Institutions, investing in maternal mental health, and improving the



provision of culturally congruent care. These historic investments are critical to improving Black maternal
health. We urge Congress to swiftly advance these provisions to enactment.

Thank you again for your continued commitment to addressing the maternal mortality crisis and
improving maternal health. We urge Congress to swiftly enact these important provisions.

Sincerely,
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Access Esperanza Clinics

Acclaim Physician Group

Advocate Aurora Health

AFE Foundation

African American Breastfeeding Network Inc.
Alliance for Black NICU Families

Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments
Alliance to End Hunger

American Academy of Family Physicians

American Academy of Nursing

American Academy of Pediatrics

American Association of Birth Centers

American Association of Colleges of Nursing
American College of Nurse-Midwives

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecology District X1 (Texas)
American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians
American College of Physicians

American Federation of Teachers

American Foundation for Suicide Prevention
American Heart Association

American Nurses Association

American Organization for Nursing Leadership
American Psychological Association

American Public Health Association

Ancient Song Doula Services

Anxiety & Depression Association of America

APS Foundation of America, Inc

Arkansas Birthing Project

Association for Ambulatory Behavioral Healthcare
Association for Community Affiliated Plans
Association of American Medical Colleges
Association of Black Cardiologists

Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs
Association of Public Health Laboratories
Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health
Association of State Public Health Nutritionists
Association of Women's Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses
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National Blood Clot Alliance

National Council of Jewish Women

National Council of Jewish Women - Pittsburgh Section
National Family Planning & Reproductive Health Association
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Start Early

Teaching Hospitals of Texas

Tennessee Justice Center

Texans Care for Children

Texas AFL-CIO
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U.S. Breastfeeding Committee

Union for Reform Judaism

United Way for Greater Austin

United Way of Metropolitan Dallas

United Ways of Texas

University Health

Urban Baby Beginnings

Urban Mommy INC

Virginia Health Catalyst

Wayne State University
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