AAMC CI Newsletter, July 7, 2021
Resources Updated for 2021
In preparation for the CI upload season
beginning August 1, when schools can
upload their curriculum data to AAMC from
the 2020-2021 academic year, key
resources are updated for 2021!
Here are a few to take a special look at:
CI Glossary
This resource provides relevant terms and
definitions for AAMC CI purposes.
Updates for 2021 include further detailed
definitions for optional vs. required
courses, clerkships and clerkship types, and more information regarding available reports for schools. Often
terms like “clerkships” can have many meanings, depending on a given school’s application of the concept.
Also, there may be many, and sometimes conflicting, information regarding a term in the literature.

The CI Glossary’s purpose is to provide a definition for AAMC CI purposes that takes into account the latest
literature but is also written broadly enough to apply across medical schools.
CI Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
These questions and answers are targeted towards those who may be relatively new to the CI or need more
direction when searching for information. If you cannot find your answer here, another great resource is to
post your query to the virtual AAMC Curriculum Community. If you’re not yet a member of the community, you
can complete this AAMC Curriculum Community Interest Form and we will reach out with further instructions.
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XML Tools
This XML tools resource is for IT staff, whether at a school or with a CI participating vendor, and has
information regarding two processes:
•

How to validate a CI XML data file, and

•

How to use a Web
service to upload CI
data with the AAMC

Please note we are no longer
recommending an online
validator, although there may
be online validators that may be
successful. For 2021, we are
recommending a program like
Notepad++ version 7.9.5 to
confirm your CI XML data file
conforms with the MedBiquitous specifications and is well-formed. Once these two criteria are met, your CI
XML data file can be checked for compliance with the AAMC CI Business Rules.
Just a reminder that the AAMC CI Business Rules, which govern the structure and content of the AAMC CI
along with the MedBiquitous specifications, have also been updated for 2021; these updates have been
described in greater detail in the May 5th, 2021 CI newsletter.
XML sample with COVID-19 Keywords for 2021
In this zip file, you’ll find three documents:
•

A cover letter, explaining the contents as well as the COVID-19 related keywords for 2021. Recall
that the COVID-19 keywords for 2021 were described in further detail in this previous CI newsletter,
and are in addition to the more comprehensive list of AAMC CI Keywords.

•

•

A sample CI XML data file. This is a file that covers one course (i.e., sequence block) in a curriculum,
and applies the COVID-19 keywords for 2021. Additional CI XML samples are available in the CI
Technical User Guide.
A Verification Report, which results from the sample CI XML data file included in this zip file
resource. A school’s real curriculum would of course include many courses, and would result in a
much longer and filled out Verification Report. This sample helps users to see how data in an XML file
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can manifest in a school’s Verification Report. The Verification Report is a report schools receive after
successfully uploading data to the CI Portal.
As questions arise, please either reach out to ci@aamc.org or post them to the virtual Curriculum Community.
If you are not yet a member of the Curriculum Community and are interested in joining, please complete
this AAMC Curriculum Community Interest Form and we will reach out with further instructions.
Onward!
Angela Blood
Director, Curricular Resources
Association of American Medical Colleges
www.aamc.org/cir
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