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Our organizations represent scientific, medical, and patient communities dedicated to advancing 

medical knowledge and improving human health. We support the continued use of human fetal 

tissue (HFT) in research because it is an indispensable biomedical research tool crucial for life-

saving biomedical research.  

 

Research using HFT has led to numerous scientific and medical advances that have saved 

millions of lives, including the development of vaccines against polio, rubella, measles, 

chickenpox, adenovirus, and rabies, as well as treatments for debilitating diseases such as 

rheumatoid arthritis, cystic fibrosis, and hemophilia. Fetal tissue was also essential for the 

development of the first pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) to prevent the transmission of HIV, 

and it remains critical for ongoing clinical research testing new therapies for Amyotrophic 

Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), spinal cord injury, and Parkinson’s disease.  

 

While some have argued that advances in recent years have reduced the need for HFT, it remains 

a critical resource for biomedical research. HFT has unique and valuable properties that often 

cannot be replaced by other cell types. Cells from HFT are more flexible and less specialized 

than cells from adult tissue and can be more readily grown in culture. This is part of the reason 

why HFT is used to generate vaccines and to study infectious diseases like Covid-19, Zika, HIV, 

and other viruses. HFT also remains necessary for ongoing research to understand human 

development and its impact on disease. It is needed to validate model systems to study the 

progression of diseases and evaluate new therapeutics. Finally, HFT is essential for validating 

alternative research approaches.   

 

The longstanding oversight process for research using HFT ensures that it is scientifically 

meritorious, legal, and ethically sound. This ethical and legal framework requires robust 

informed consent for tissue donation and prohibits individuals from profiting from acquiring, 

receiving, or transferring fetal tissue for research.  

 

The use of HFT in biomedical research remains crucial for ongoing biomedical research that 

could lead to the development of treatments that patients urgently need. As organizations 

representing scientists, clinicians, and patients driven by a desire to improve the health and well-

being of all, we support the continued use of this vital resource.  
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