December 8, 2020

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Majority Leader Speaker

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Minority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Speaker Pelosi, Minority Leader Schumer, and Minority Leader
McCarthy:

The 115 undersigned national organizations dedicated to improving maternal health urge you to swiftly
pass the bipartisan Maternal Health Quality Improvement Act (H.R. 4995) and the bipartisan Helping
MOMS Act of 2020 (H.R. 4996) as soon as possible — whether as part of the next spending package or
another appropriate legislative vehicle before the end of the 116" Congress. Final passage of H.R. 4995
and H.R. 4996 is a critical and foundational next step in Congress’ work to address maternal mortality
and improve maternal health.

The U.S. House of Representatives unanimously passed H.R. 4995 and H.R. 4996 in September 2020.
These two bills represent years of Congressional and stakeholder work to craft legislation that will
address our nation’s maternal health crisis. The legislation combines proposals from several stand-alone
bills introduced on a bipartisan basis by members of both chambers during the 115" and 116"
Congresses. Both H.R. 4995 and H.R. 4996 have been scrutinized and improved by committee hearings,
committee markups, and stakeholder engagement. It is time to pass this legislation into law. The need is
dire and there is much work to do.

The United States is the only industrialized nation where maternal deaths are on the rise. Each year, an
estimated 700 women in the United States die during pregnancy and in the postpartum period from
complications related to pregnancy. Of these maternal deaths, an estimated 60 percent are preventable.
Stark racial inequities in maternal health outcomes persist; Black and Indigenous women are roughly
three times as likely to die from pregnancy-related causes as white women. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, over 60 percent of pregnancy-related deaths occur in the days between
delivery and one year postpartum. The COVID-19 pandemic risks exacerbating the maternal health crisis.
A recent study from the CDC suggests that pregnant women are at a significantly higher risk for severe
outcomes, including death, from COVID-19 than non-pregnant women.

Legislation passed by Congress in 2018 —the Preventing Maternal Deaths Act and the Improving Access
to Maternity Care Act —is helping the United States better understand how and why women are dying
or experiencing severe morbidity during pregnancy and the postpartum period. Passage of H.R. 4995
and H.R. 4996 would build on these efforts and move the United States from data to action in key areas.



Specifically, this legislation would increase access to maternity care in rural and underserved areas, help
maternity care providers and hospitals implement clinically proven best practices, support state efforts
to extend Medicaid coverage for women to one year postpartum, and make progress in the work
needed to eliminate racial and ethnic inequities in maternal health outcomes.

We are grateful for your commitment to improving maternal health and ending preventable maternal
death in the United States. We urge you to pass H.R. 4995 and H.R. 4996 this year because our nation’s
moms and families cannot wait.

Sincerely,

2020 Mom
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