
© 2017 AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.© 2019 AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.

Key Issues in Science and Research 

Policy: Data Sharing and Foreign 

Government Influence 

Heather H. Pierce, JD, MPH
hpierce@aamc.org
Twitter: @HeatherHPierce

GREAT/GRAND Community Forum

July 24, 2019

mailto:hpierce@aamc.org


© 2017 AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.© 2019 AAMC. May not be reproduced without permission.

Data Sharing
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ICMJE Requirement for a Data Sharing Statement 

3

• July 2018: Manuscripts must contain a data 
sharing statement 

• Jan 2019: Clinical trial registration must 
include a data sharing plan 
(clinicaltrials.gov)

• Key takeaway: The policy does not 
mandate data sharing, only the existence of 
a plan
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Proposed Provisions for an NIH Data Sharing Policy
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• RFI issued Oct 10, 2018

• Draft policy expected by fall 2019

• Agency-wide 

• Key takeaway: Data sharing and 
management plan requirement for 
applications that produce scientific 
data 

• Term and condition of award
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IC and Data-Specific Sharing Policies and Repositories
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Nonprofit and Foundation Data Sharing Policies 
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The foundation will require that data underlying the 

published research results be immediately 

accessible and open.
We expect our researchers to maximize the availability of 

research data, software and materials with as few 

restrictions as possible. As a minimum, the data 

underpinning research papers should be made available 

to other researchers at the time of publication, as well as 

any original software that is required to view datasets or 

to replicate analyses.Any factual data that is needed for 

independent verification of research results 

must be made freely and publicly available in 

an AHA-approved within 12 months of the 

end of the funding period.
All data used in or developed in whole or in part by 

foundation-funded projects (and that can be 

shared in a manner consistent with applicable 

laws) will be made widely available and freely 

shared as soon as possible.
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Credit for Data Sharing: Making the Case for Data Impact 
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Pierce, et al. Credit Data Generators for Data 

Reuse. Nature. 2019 Jun;570(7759):30-32. 

• Goal: Track the use, reuse, and impact of scientific data 

• Aligns with:

• Increasing mandates for sharing

• Requirements for ORCID ID and depositing data

• Relies on the consistent adoption of unique identifiers 
for both data sets and investigators

• Leverages existing initiatives

• Resources at: aamc.org/datasharing
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Discussion: Data Sharing
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AAMC Senior Director of Science Policy and 
Regulatory Counsel
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Jabbar Bennett, PhD - GREAT Group Chair 
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Associate Provost and Chief Diversity Officer 

Associate Professor of Medicine, Feinberg School of 
Medicine     



Foreign Government Influence 
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Selected Timeline: Foreign Government Influence Concerns
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NIH Director sends a letter to over 10,000 
grantee institutions, outlining areas of concernAug 2018

NIH ACD releases report recommendations for 
communication and risk mitigationDec 2018

NIH testifies on the Hill, cites follow-up 
investigations at 60+ institutions. Congress 
introduces legislation on securing science

Jun 2019 

NIH releases a guide notice on reporting 
“foreign activities,” including other support, 
FCOIs, and foreign components 

July 2019
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Initial Concerns Expressed by NIH 
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Aug 2018 letter identified three areas of concern:

• Diversion of intellectual property

• Sharing of confidential information in grant 
applications by NIH peer reviewers

• Failure to disclose substantial resources 
from other organizations
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Policy Violations and Key Public Cases
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July 2019 Open Mike blog:

Depending on the severity 
and duration of the 
noncompliance... we may 
contact the affected 
institutions, impose specific 
award conditions, disallow 
costs, withhold future awards 
for the project or program, 
suspend the award activities, 
make a referral for 
investigator suspension or 
debarment, or terminate the 
award.
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Concerns about Discrimination and Profiling 
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NIH Guide Notice on Reporting “Foreign Activities”
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• Goal: Prevent scientific, budgetary, 
or commitment overlap

• Outlines responsibilities for 
investigators

• Covers other support, foreign 
components, and financial COI

• AAMC and other higher ed orgs 
working with NIH to clarify Guidance 
and FAQ
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Policies and Initiatives Across the Federal Government
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• Directed by Congress to 
“support protection of 
national security academic 
researchers from undue 
influence,” including 
foreign recruitment 
programs

• Requires grant applicants 
to disclose information 
about all research projects 
that key personnel are 
working on, regardless of 
their funding source

• Requires rotators working 
onsite to be US citizens 
or have applied for 
citizenship

• Released draft award 
policies to clarify 
disclosure requirements

• Prohibits NSF personnel 
from participating in 
foreign talent recruitment 

• Prohibits personnel from 
participating in foreign 
talent recruitment 
programs (currently: 
China, Iran, N Korea, 
and Russia)

• Restricts DOE-funded 
researchers working in 
“emerging research 
areas and technologies” 
from collaborating with 
scientists from “sensitive” 
countries
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NIH Policies and FAQs: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/frequent_questions.htm

AAMC COI Resources: www.aamc.org/coi 

AAMC Issue Briefs

GREAT/GRAND Meetings and Community Webinars!

(Links to all resources discussed today and PDF of slides will be emailed to all 
participants)

Where Should You Go to Learn More?
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Discussion: Foreign Government Influence
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