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Steering Committee Membership 
Name: Jonathan Amiel 
Steering Committee Position: Chair 
Academic Affiliation: Columbia Vagelos College of Physicians & Surgeons 
 
Name: Janine Shapiro 
Steering Committee Position: Chair-Elect 
Academic Affiliation: University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry 
 
Name: Carol Capello 
Steering Committee Position: Past-Chair 
Academic Affiliation: Weill Cornell Medical College 
 
Name: Alice Fornari 
Steering Committee Position: CEI Representative 
Academic Affiliation: Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell 
 
Name: Steven Rougas 
Steering Committee Position: MESRE Representative 
Academic Affiliation: Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University 
 
Name: Lisa Coplit 
Steering Committee Position: UME Representative 
Academic Affiliation: Frank H. Netter School of Medicine at Quinnipiac University 
 
Name: Rebecca Blanchard 
Steering Committee Position: GME Representative 
Academic Affiliation: Baystate Health 
 
Name: Rikki Ovitsh 
Steering Committee Position: Member-at-Large 
Academic Affiliation: SUNY Downstate College of Medicine 
 
Name: Melissa Fischer 
Steering Committee Position: Member-at-Large 
Academic Affiliation: University of Massachusetts Medical School 
 
Name: Kathryn Huggett 
Steering Committee Position: Member-at-Large 



Academic Affiliation: The Robert Larner, MD College of Medicine at the University of 
Vermont 
 
Accomplishments of the region in the last 3 (or more) months: 

• Announced two new grants for early- and mid-career medical educators: The 
Professional Development Award provides an awardee with the opportunity to 
design, implement, and complete a high-quality medical education curriculum 
development project under the mentorship of experienced educators. The 
Research Scholar Award seeks to advance expertise in our region and develop a 
community of education scholars by providing awardee with mentorship from 
medical education researchers to design, implement, and complete a high-quality 
medical education research project. 

• Announced the NEGEA Distinguished Educator Awards (Reena Karani and 
Maria Blanco), the NEGEA Distinguished Service Award (Norma Saks) and the 
NEGEA Innovation in Medical Education Award (Building a Pipeline of Future 
Quality and Safety Leaders While Accelerating Organizational Quality 
Improvement Efforts at Penn Medicine; Neha Patel and colleagues at the 
Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania) 

• Announced the 2018 NEGEA Call for Collaborative Research Grant Proposals 
• Elected new GME representative: Gina Luciano 
• Completed planning for the 2018 NEGEA Annual Conference at the Zucker 

School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell 
 
Plans for the next 3 months: 

• 2018 NEGEA Annual Conference: Emerging Issues in Medical Education (April 
26-28, 2018 at the Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell) 

• Develop NEGEA Scholars committee to support awardees of the NEGEA 
Professional Development and Research Scholar awards 

 
Upcoming opportunities to participate in regional activities (Grants, elections, etc.):   

• 2018 NEGEA Collaborative Research Grants (Due Sep 28) 
 
 
 
 


