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Steering Committee Membership 

Chair 
Jonathan (Yoni) Amiel, MD 
Associate Dean for Curricular Affairs 
Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons 
jma2106@columbia.edu 

Chair-Elect 
Janine R. Shapiro, MD 
Associate Dean for Faculty Development 
Medical Director for Continuing Medical Education 
Professor of Anesthesiology 
University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry 
janine_shapiro@urmc.rochester.edu 

Past Chair 
Carol Capello, PhD 
Associate Director, Office of Curriculum and Faculty Development 
Associate Professor of Geriatrics Education in Medicine 
Weill Cornell Medical College 
cfc2002@med.cornell.edu 

CEI Representative 
Alice Fornari, Ed.D., R.D. 
Associate Dean for Educational Skills Development 
Professor of Science Education, Population Health and Family Medicine 
Hofstra Northwell School of Medicine 
afornari@northwell.edu 

MESRE Representative  
Steven Rougas, MD, MS 
Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine and Medical Science 
Course Leader, Doctoring III & IV 
Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University 
steven_rougas@brown.edu 

UME Representative 
Lisa Coplit, MD 
Associate Dean for Faculty Development 
Associate Professor of Medicine and Medical Sciences 
Frank H. Netter School of Medicine at Quinnipiac University 
lisa.coplit@quinnipiac.edu 
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GME Representative 
Rebecca D. Blanchard, PhD 
Director of Healthcare Education 
Assistant Professor, Tufts University School of Medicine 
Assistant Professor, Tufts Clinical and Translational Science Institute (CTSI) 
Baystate Health - Academic Affairs 
Rebecca.BlanchardPhD@baystatehealth.org 
 
OSR Representative 
David Bernstein 
University of Rochester 
david_bernstein@urmc.rochester.edu 
 
Member-at-Large: 
Robin (Rikki) K. Ovitsh, MD 
Assistant Dean of Clinical Competencies 
SUNY Downstate College of Medicine 
Robin.Ovitsh@downstate.edu 
 
Member-at-Large: 
Melissa Fischer, MD, MEd 
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Medical Education 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
Melissa.Fischer@umassmed.edu 
 
Please share items of importance for the full GEA Membership to read in the GEA 
Activity Report.  AAMC staff may edit you text to fit the report format. 
 
Accomplishments of the region in the last 3 (or more) months: 
 

• Working on two new educator development awards to support innovative medical 
education research and faculty development in emerging areas. 

• Selected theme for 2018 NEGEA Annual Conference to be hosted at the Donald 
and Barbara Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell- Emerging Issues in 
Medical Education 

• Selected site for 2019 NEGEA Annual Conference - Perelman School of 
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania 

 
Plans for the next 3 months: 
 

• Open call for abstracts for 2018 NEGEA Annual Conference 
• Open call for nominations for research grants, scholarship award, leadership 

award and new faculty development grants 
 
Upcoming opportunities to participate in regional activities:   
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• 2018 Conference planning is underway - please contact conference chair Lisa 
Coplit (lisa.coplit@quinnipiac.edu) if you'd like to be involved 

 
Recognition (Awards, New members, Member Accomplishments): 
 

• Will be announced in mid-winter 
 
 
 


