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Melissa R. Arbuckle, MD, PhD is Co‐Director of
Resident Educa on in the Department of Psychi‐
atry at Columbia. Dr. Arbuckle's interests focus
on the role of medical educa on in advancing
the transla on of research into the prac ce of
psychiatry. While advances in neuroscience are
rapidly reshaping our understanding of mental
illness, much work remains to transform these
findings into be er approaches to psychiatric
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Dr. Arbuckle is the Training Director for Colum‐
bia’s NIH funded R25 Research Track. This pro‐
gram, “Priming the Pump: Training Physician‐
Scien sts in Transla onal Neuroscience”, aims to
support the development of physician‐scien sts
who are dedicated to transla onal (T1) research
in psychiatry. As part of her eﬀort to expand the
transla on of basic neuroscience to clinical prac‐
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In bridging pa ent‐oriented and popula on‐
based research, Dr. Arbuckle has been extensive‐
ly involved in developing Quality Improvement
(QI) training programs for residents in psychiatry.
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Dr. Arbuckle’s QI curriculum has been presented at
numerous na onal academic mee ngs including the
Associa on of American Medical Colleges annual In‐
tegra ng Quality Mee ng. In addi on, her curricu‐
lum has been selected by the Associa on of Directors
of Psychiatric Residency Training as a "model curricu‐
lum" for training psychiatric residents in QI. In 2014,
Dr. Arbuckle received the inaugural American Board
of Psychiatry and Neurology (ABPN) Innova on in
Educa on Award. Through this two year grant, she is
linking QI strategies to Con nuing Medical Educa on
in order to try to enhance uptake of evidence based
prac ces among psychiatrists in the field. In addi on,
Dr. Arbuckle is the Training Director for Columbia’s
NIH funded T32 Research Fellowship in Global Men‐
tal Health. This program is focused on training fel‐
lows in implementa on and dissemina on research
in order to iden fy and develop models for eﬀec ve
mental health care delivery in low and middle in‐
come countries.

