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1. Whatis the AAMC Standardized Immunization Form?

The AAMC Standardized Immunization Form was developed by a working group that

included member school representatives, registrars, public health experts, and student
health services representatives, to facilitate the recording and documentation of an
applicant’s relevant vaccine history and Tuberculosis (TB) status in a standardized format.
The AAMC Standardized Immunization Form is a medical record protected by Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) regulations; all staff processing and
reviewing such forms should be aware of and take care to follow HIPAA guidelines to

ensure that the applicant’s information is kept confidential and not disclosed or reported
without the applicant’s express written consent to any person within or outside of the
workplace, except as established by the participating institution’s policies and
procedures, or as may be required by law.

2. Why are there special vaccine recommendations for healthcare personnel?
Recommendations for immunizations and health screenings that specifically target health
care personnel (HCP) are essential components of infection control programs established
to help prevent the spread of communicable diseases in all settings where health care is
delivered. The goal is twofold: to protect vulnerable patients from infectious diseases
transmitted by HCP, and to protect HCP from diseases spread by infected patients and
other HCP. Medical students and trainees are considered HCP in health care settings.

3. Who makes the vaccine recommendations for health care personnel?
Historically, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) has recommended that HCP receive vaccination or have
demonstration of immunity for the following vaccine-preventable diseases.
What Vaccines are Recommended for You:

e Hepatitis B

e Flu (Influenza)

e COVID-19

e MMR (Measles, Mumps, and Rubella)

e Varicella (Chickenpox)

e Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis) or Td

e Meningococcal disease, depending on state and locale
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4. Why do vaccine recommendations become institutional requirements?
Implementation of HCP immunization programs is driven by requirements of
federal, state, and/or local governing bodies for licensure and operation of
health care facilities, by payors (e.g. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services), and by standards of accreditation agencies (e.g. The Joint
Commission, Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Healthcare). The
Occupational Safety and Health Administration sets standards for HCP
occupational health practices and records: “The employer shall establish and
maintain an accurate record for each employee with occupational exposure.
The record shall include a copy of the employee's hepatitis B vaccination status
including the dates of all the hepatitis B vaccinations and any medical records
relative to the employee’s ability to receive vaccination.”

5. Who can I reach out to if | have specific questions about my
individual vaccines/titers?
Students should consult a licensed health care professional, their medical school’s
student health clinic, or designated coordinator signing the document.

6. What about hepatitis C and HIV infection control?
Besides hepatitis B, the CDC historically offered recommendations for HCP regarding
infection control measures for other bloodborne pathogens such as hepatitis Cand
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). At this time, there is no consensus among health
care organizations on how to frame requirements for individual HCP documentation of
infection and immunity with regard to these pathogens for infection control and
occupational health programs. Students and trainees may be asked by certain programs
and institutions to disclose their status with regard to these pathogens. However, any
release of personal health information should follow HIPAA guidelines. A student or
trainee may in turn request an accommodation from a particular program in cases
where they cannot meet vaccine or TB screen requirements.

7. Should students or student health offices complete the form?
Students should complete the AAMC Standardized Immunization Form in conjunction

with either the student health office at their medical school or with their primary care
provider. The form requires the verification of a health care provider (other than the
student) regarding the accuracy of the information contained in the form.
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8. Once the form is completed, how do students submit it?
If the Host institution participates in the Visiting Student Learning Opportunities™
(VSLO®) program, students may upload the completed, verified form in the VSLO
application service. If the Host institution does not participate in the VSLO program,
students should send the complete, verified form per the Host institution’s application
instructions.

9. How can students submit additional documentation such as labs or medical
records with the AAMC Standardized Immunization Form?
If the Host institution participates in the VSLO program, students may scan additional
documents (including labs, titer results, and other medical records associated with the
immunizations) along with the form and upload it in the VSLO application service. If the
Host institution does not participate in the VSLO program, students should send
additional documents with the form per the Host institution’s application instructions.

10. Can a Host institution require information beyond what the AAMC
Standardized Immunization Form collects?
Yes. Some Host institutions require documentation of additional vaccinations that are not
included on the AAMC Standardized Immunization Form. These institutions generally

identify those additional requirements in their visiting student application instructions
and often provide their own form to indicate proof of immunization. The best source of
information is the institution’s “Institution Summary” page in the VSLO application service
or the institution’s website.

11. Can | submit a state immunization form in lieu of the AAMC Standardized
Immunization Form?
No. State immunization forms can be submitted as supporting documentation along
with the AAMC Standardized Immunization Form, but they cannot replace the form
itself.

12. Where can | find a list of Host institutions that accept the AAMC
Standardized Immunization Form?
A list of Host institutions that accept the AAMC Standardized Immunization Form can be

viewed here: www.aamc.org/immunizationform.
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13. Can | use this form outside of the VSLO program?
Yes! The AAMC intends for this form to be available to and used by member
institutions and students whether they participate in the VSLO program or not. Our
belief is that the widespread use of this form will save time and effort for everyone
involved in the clinical education of medical students.

14. How can students update their submitted form?
Generally, if a student has previously submitted an AAMC Standardized Immunization

Form, and then updates their vaccinations, the student should complete a new form to
replace the outdated one.

15. What are the vaccine requirements for Meningococcal ACWY (MenACWY)?
Meningococcal ACWY vaccine requirements for colleges and universities are most often
addressed at the state and local level and most often apply to students living in on-
campus housing. This link is a useful place to begin when confirming what requirements
may apply to you: Meningococcal ACWY (MenACWY) Vaccine Requirements for Colleges

and Universities 2024 | Immunize.org
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