The Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) Data Collection
Instrument (DCI) and the AAMC Curriculum Inventory
As medical educators, we know that the accreditation process can be comprehensive and detailed. For
medical schools, there may be more than one type of accreditation needed or sought. Medical schools
may be subject to state-specific accreditation bodies; as an example, the Higher Learning Commission
accredits colleges and universities in a 19-state region of the United States. A list of of regional
accrediting agencies for institutions can be found here. The U.S. Department of Education identifies the
Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) as an accrediting agency for medical education
programs leading to the MD degree (for simplicity, referred to as medical schools) which are part of
accredited institutions.
The LCME Data Collection Instrument (DCI) details the standards and specific data within each standard
needed as part of an accreditation submission. For a full accreditation submission, there are 12
standards, and within those standards specific elements, typically in data table or narrative format. The
majority of the curriculum content can be found in standards 6-9:
●
●
●
●

Standard 6: Competencies, Curricular Objectives, and Curricular Design
Standard 7: Curricular Content
Standard 8: Curricular Management, Evaluation, and Enhancement
Standard 9: Teaching, Supervision, Assessment, and Student and Patient Safety

To support medical schools in their documentation for the LCME DCI, a number of tables within the
Curriculum Inventory (CI) Verification Report have been formatted in alignment with DCI standards. The
Verification Report is given to schools through the CI School Portal after successfully submitting
curricular data. You can view a sample of the 2018 Verification Report here. Below is a listing of all the
tables within the Verification Report which support a response to a specific LCME DCI standard.
Table within the CI Verification Report

LCME DCI Standard

Table 2: Primary Instructional Method: Courses

6.0-1, 6.0-2

Table 3: Clerkship Instructional Time

6.0-3

Table 5: Assessment Methods: Courses

9.0-1, 9.0-2

Table 6: Assessment Methods: Clerkships

9.0-3

The DCI is updated periodically and thus there are versions that may differ from each other, as medical
schools are on different accreditation year cycles. To accommodate for these differences, the CI
Verification Report provides more data than may be needed for a specific school’s DCI completion. This
data may be useful to schools beyond the DCI completion, as it can be used for program evaluation and
continuous quality improvement.
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To support schools’ completion of the DCI related to instruction and assessment methods, data is
summarized according to the categories the LCME uses. The CI has 30 different instructional method
types, and 18 different assessment method types. A standardized vocabulary for instructional methods,
assessment methods, and resources can be found here.

A mapping of CI instructional and assessment method types to LCME categories can be found here.
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As an example, the LCME states in their DCI that interactions with simulated patients are included in
their understanding of patient contact.

Thus the Verification Report includes simulation experiences in the count of formal instructional hours
in patient contact, to aid schools in using their curricular data to support accreditation efforts.

We hope this example illustrates how CI can be used to support efforts towards accreditation, and how
schools may also use these resources to support regular efforts toward curriculum management and
evolution.

AAMC Building Better Curriculum Webinar Series
Our next webinar is set for Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at 1:00pm EST. You can register for
upcoming curriculum webinars and view past curriculum webinars here. Our guest speaker is Dr. Paul
Standley, PhD, Associate Dean of Curricular Affairs and Program Evaluation at the University of Arizona
College of Medicine Phoenix. We look forward to seeing you there!
If you would like to nominate yourself or a colleague as a future AAMC Building Better Curriculum
Webinar guest speaker, please reach out to ci@aamc.org.
Onward!
Angela D. Blood
Director, Curricular Resources
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