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The New MCAT® Score Report
The new MCAT score report is designed to help admissions officials interpret applicants’ scores in the context of 
holistic review. It supports holistic review by providing more context for test scores, including percentile ranks, 
confidence bands, and score profiles. 

The score report highlights the way that academic competencies are tested by the new exam and describes your 
applicants’ academic preparation.

Notes: 
1  Test scores, like other measurements, are not perfectly precise. The confidence bands around test scores mark the ranges in which the test-taker’s 
true scores likely lie. The diamond shapes and shading show that the test-taker’s true scores are more likely to be their reported scores (in the 2nd 
column) than the other scores in the confidence bands.

2 The percentile ranks of scores are the percentages of test-takers who received the same scores or lower scores.
3 For the four sections, the score profile shows a test-taker’s strengths and weaknesses.  

MCAT Score Report  Exam taken on 08/03/2015

Section Score
Confidence 

Band1

Percentile 
Rank of 
Score2

Score Profile3

Chemical and Physical Foundations of 
Biological Systems

125 124 126 50%

Critical Analysis and Reasoning Skills 127 126 128 75%

Biological and Biochemical Foundations 
of Living Systems 

130 129 131 97%

Psychological, Social, and Biological 
Foundations of Behavior

124 123 125 45%

MCAT Total Score 506 504 508 76%

125118 132

125118 132

125118 132

125118 132

Section Scores and Total Score

The report provides four section scores (ranges are  
from 118 to 132) and a Total Score (range is from  
472-528) for each examinee. Because the new exam  
has more questions, it provides more reliable section 
scores than the old exam.

Confidence Bands 

Confidence bands remind admissions officials that 
test scores are not perfectly precise. Confidence bands 
show you the range in which an examinee’s true scores 
likely lie. This is a signal not to over emphasize small 
differences in scores between applicants.

Percentile Ranks 

The score report provides five percentile ranks— 
one for each section score and one for a  
total score. The percentile ranks show how  
the examinee compares to others taking the  
new exam.

Score Profile 

As admissions officials think about the competencies 
tested by the new exam, score profiles show applicants’ 
strengths and weaknesses across the four sections of the 
exam. These can be considered in relation to institutions’ 
missions and goals.
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How can score reports fit into your current system for reviewing applicant data?

Below is an example of how the score reports can be viewed in the context of holistic review. 

The above table shows an 
applicant’s score history in 
your application processing 
system. Consider placing a 
link on the test date to enable 
the full score report image to 
appear when clicked.

MCAT Exam Scores After January 31, 2015

Notes:
1   Test scores, like other measurements, are not perfectly precise. The confidence bands that are shown for the Total Scores 
above mark the ranges in which your true scores likely lie. To obtain the confidence band for each section score, subtract one 
point from and add one point to the score.

2 The percentile ranks of scores are the percentages of test takers who received the same scores or lower scores than you did.

Click on the date
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