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November 30, 2007 
 
The Honorable David R. Obey 
Chair, Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
On behalf of the 83 member organizations that are the Friends of VA Medical 
Care and Health Research (FOVA), thank you for your steadfast support for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and of the welfare of our nation’s 
veterans.  Your leadership culminated in a fiscal year (FY) 2008 Military 
Construction and Veterans Affairs appropriations conference report containing 
$480 million for VA’s Medical and Prosthetic Research Program.  This vital 
funding would sustain a key means to advance the standard of care, not only 
for veterans but for all Americans.  We are grateful for that remarkable gain.   
 
Unfortunately, an unrelated political stalemate delays this support from 
materializing.  As a result, VA research is currently operating at a funding level 
actually lower than its FY 2006 spending level.  The current continuing 
resolution (P.L. 110-116) funds VA health care at a rate equal to that proposed 
by the President for FY 2008.  For FY 2008, the Administration proposed only 
$411 million for VA research – $1 million less than the FY 2006 appropriated 
level.  As you know, Congress provided $413.7 million for VA research in the 
FY 2007 continuing resolution plus an additional $32.5 million under the FY 
2007 emergency supplemental, thus increasing total research funding in FY 
2007 to over $446 million. Now, that program must reduce its annualized rate 
of spending by 7.9 percent.  
 
These overarching budgetary decisions, unrelated to VA itself, severely disrupt 
the management of VA research.  As one of the nation’s premier research 
programs, VA requires timely and predictable funding to meet current 
commitments and allow for innovative scientific advances.  Funding with 
arbitrary fits and starts impedes important VA research on national priorities, 
including studies in post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injury, 
amputations, poly-trauma, burns, and many other health conditions long 
prevalent in the veteran population.  Furthermore, when available research 
awards decline as a function of budgetary policy, the VA risks losing 
physician-researchers and other clinical investigators who are integral to 
providing direct care for our nation’s veterans and for sustaining its quality.   
 
Without further delay, FOVA encourages Congress to work with the 
Administration to enact the conferenced “Military Construction and Veterans 
Affairs Appropriations Act, 2008” (H.R. 2642, S. 1645). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The FOVA Executive Committee and the FY 2008 FOVA membership  
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