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June 28, 2007

The Honorable Daniel K. Akaka
Chairman, Committee on Veterans Affairs
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Larry E. Craig

Ranking Member, Committee on Veterans Affairs
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Akaka and Ranking Member Craig:

On behalf of the Friends of VA Medical Care and Health Research (FOVA)
thank you for supporting an increased fiscal year 2008 appropriation for the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical and Prosthetic Research
Program. FOVA is a diverse coalition of more than 80 national academic,
medical, and scientific societies; voluntary health and patient advocacy
associations; and veteran-focused organizations that advocate appropriate
funding for the research and health programs that serve the nation’s veterans.
Your leadership, which has resulted in a substantial increase for VA research
funding, will ensure the best medical care for veterans and ultimately the nation
as a whole.

In past years, VA researchers have made remarkable discoveries in the
biomedical sciences and major advances to the standards of medical care in this
country and throughout the world. The excellence of their work is continually
recognized in medical literature and mainstream media. The increased funding
you recommended will help preserve one of the nation’s premier research
endeavors and allow VA investigators to continue important work on
deployment health, rehabilitation, quality improvement, and chronic diseases.
Additionally, the VA will be able to expand research into conditions prevalent
to veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom such
as post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury.

As your letter to the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs states, “future VA research can be expected
to lead to other groundbreaking innovations, as long as the program has the
funding to get the job done.” We hope you will continue to support the VA
Medical and Prosthetics Research Program throughout conference and in future
years as VA embarks on breakthrough research in genomic medicine.

Once again, thank you for your leadership on this important matter. To discuss
issues pertaining to the VA research program or for any assistance as the
appropriations process continues, please contact one of the members of the
FOVA Executive Committee.

Sincerely,

The FOVA Membership
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