October 18, 2005

Dear Senator:

The undersigned organizations, which represent patients, scientists,
healthcare providers, and industry, strongly urge you to support an FY
2006 appropriation of $29.4 billion for the National Institutes of Health
(NIH), as approved by the Senate Appropriations Committee on July 14.

For nearly 60 years, this nation’s investment in medical research through
the NIH has enabled great progress in saving lives, reducing human
suffering and generating immeasurable economic dividends. But
continued medical progress will be jeopardized unless the Congress
passes the FY 2006 Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill (H.R. 3010). If
NIH is forced to continue to operate under a continuing resolution, vital
medical research programs will be required to operate at the FY2005 level.
Failure to pass the bill in a timely fashion places at risk $900 million in new
research funds to continue the quest for more effective treatments,
diagnostics and preventive measures for diseases that collectively affect
millions of Americans.

We urge you to vote for passage of an FY 2006 Labor-HHS-Education
appropriations bill that provides $29.4 billion for NIH. Now is not the time
to weaken this nation’s commitment to the medical research that provides
hope for the improved health and well-being of all Americans.

Sincerely,
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